Some driving basics: 

When it comes to horse training and driving lessons,  there is no substitute for years of experience with all kinds of horses. Give yourself the gift of driving lessons or having a horse trained! Seek out a very experienced trainer with a diverse 

background of driving skills to offer you? As with our horses, it’s easier for us to learn the correct method 

first, rather than have to re-learn. 

A few of the newer members had some questions that most new drivers ask at some point or another. 

So, before the training articles, lets cover two basic types of driving and how they are different. 

Most of the following information comes from the book “The Essential Guide to Carriage Driving”.

Whether you compete or are a recreational carriage driver, this book about the sport of carriage driving 

is one of the best to start your collection with. It can be ordered from Carriage Driving Essentials and other carriage supply retailers too.

Types of driving classes:

There are two basic types of pleasure driving classes. Those held under breed organization rules (AMHR, ASPC, AMHA)

and those sanctioned by the ADS, (American Driving Society). Driving classes held under breed organization show rules are

referred to as breed ring classes. Those sanctioned by the ADS are called carriage driving classes.

Likewise, if you are purely a recreational driver, you are also participating in the sport of carriage driving!

The breed ring pleasure classes usually feature a light show cart, most often with wire spoke pneumatic tires and a light “fine” show harness.

The classes are usually held in an enclosed arena with a ringmaster present and headers are used at the end of each class. 

In ADS carriage driving classes,  wooden wheel or solid metal wheel vehicles are usually seen, along with a medium weight “carriage harness”

complete with breeching. CDE’s are held outdoors in open areas and trails, often with just a dressage court as the arena.

The harness, equipment, judging criteria and often the horses themselves are quite different from each other in these two types of classes.

Since our group is a harness club (carriage driving club) lets look at a few of the differences in some of the equipment.

If you are a recreational carriage driver, the carriage driving harness and equipment is appropriate for you. 

Carriage driving harness: For carriage driving, a medium weight wider and padded harness (shown below) is traditionally used.

The breastcollar is fairly wide, soft and often padded since the horse uses this to push the cart. The saddle is also wide and has a tree

in it to keep weight and pressure off the horses spine. The saddle is also well padded underneath and the padding extends down the sides to make it

as comfortable as possible. A primary goal in carriage driving is to respect the comfort of the horse. Breeching is always used ( unless the vehicle

is equipped with brakes) since they are the “brakes” for the cart. Neither martingales nor side or overchecks are allowed in carriage driving shows. 

(The horses are expected to be properly trained and therefore not need a check rein or martingale to perform) 

This type of harness is designed to be used in and out of the show ring. It is very comfortable for the horse and suitable for most kinds 

of recreational driving, from rough trails and hilly ground, to smooth roads ......and right into an ADS show ring.

Breed ring Pleasure class harness: A lightweight “fine” show harness with narrow strapping (shown below) is most often used. A mini or pony “fine” breastcollar is often a 3/4” of an inch wide strap, unpadded. The saddle is narrow (1.2 or 2”), has no tree, and little padding. A martingale is usually used and a check rein is required in most breed ring classes. No breeching is included. This type of harness is designed just for use in a show arena setting, as it is designed to show off the horse. It’s not designed for trails or outside an arena. The strapping is not wide and padded enough to keep a horse comfortable while traveling on any surface but a well groomed one. It has no breeching, and stopping with thimbles alone (or just using tug stops) can injure a horses back when going downhill or during a fast stop. A Fine harness is definitely a beautiful piece of show equipment, and often decorated with detailed stitching and embroidered designs....but again, made only for limited use on a flat level surface.

